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Your group: 09

' Your full name: A TN DANOSTOEN 5?7/ bo-

Total score |5 /20

DST d’ANGLAIS
Janvier 2018

Semestre 2

Durée : 1h30
Sans documents, ni traductrice/calculatrice.

Ecrivez au stylo et répondez sur ce dossier, que vous rendrez entier.

uez clairement vos noms et groupes sur le dossier ainsi que sur la

Indiq
la rédaction si vous le souhaitez

copie que vous utiliserez pour
(question 4).

Total des points : 60

Note globale sur20
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Comprehension — Read the text below.
Missing: hard drive containing Bitcoins worth £4m in
Newport landfill site
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Buried sormewhere under four foet of mud and roddih in the Docksway landhil sie 2
Newport ‘I\ Res. Tn & space shous the size of a foothall prch s & computer Tand Srve woo
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It belonged » James Howelks, who threw 1 ot when e woas
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supnmer and discoverad the part, rescud from @ defunct Dol lsptop. T Rama

And then last Fridey he realized that it held 2 digital wallet with 7,500 Buwoms created for
almost nothing in 2009 - and then worth about the seme.

"You know when you put something in the bin, and m your '\:au.. sav 1o voursel that's 2 bad
idea"? 1 really did have that” Howells, who works in IT, wold the Guarrglon. "1 donlt have an
exact date. the only time period I can :\\ nd Pve been racking my own bramns — &S hetween
20 Fune and 10 August. Probably mid-July™. At the tme he cbliviousiy threw *m away, the
7.500 Bitcoins oa the hard-drive were worth arcund £300,000. Since then. the Cry ploCensy’s

lue has seared, passing $1.000 on Wednesday afternoon.
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2000, when the currency was only known in toch circles. At that tme, 3 tew months
ral currency, offectively creating money

* - = » % ~
launch, it was comparatively easy o ‘mine e A

-

by computing: Howells ran a program on s laptop for a week o generate his stash. \ou.h.a\\
doing the same W ould require epormiousiy eXpensive Qo UG POWRS

That lost hard drive, though, contains the cryptogrephic "private key” that is needed o be sble
2 OF 3

to access and spend the Bitcoins; without it the "mone)”™ &8 !o.ssz forever,
- -

And Howells dide’t have a backup.

Howells sto mining after a week because his gurifriend complained that the laptop-was
‘} - 2 Wﬁ- x "&w , E
getting too noisy and hot while it ran the programs © solve the complex mathematical problems

needed to create new Bitcotus.

n 2810, lhe Deli XPS N1710 broke after h»* au.téemalh tmped lemenade on xt SO izc:?,_‘;
: dtsmnﬁed it for pants. Meost were thrown away of sofd. but he kept the hard drive in'a. de:»k :
__fitd\\”“f for the next three years — until that fatefut summer day uﬁen he {xad the cieamm :
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Howells didn't realize his misiake untii Friday. Since the

n, he said, "I've searched high and low.
I've tried to retrieve files from alf of my USB

sticks, from all of my bhard drives, ['ve tried
eGP o it at i e 33 X )T
everytamg just in case | had a backup file, or had copied it by accident. And ... nothing.

E——

He even went down to the landfill site itself. "I had a word with one of the guys down there,
explained the situation. And he actually took me out in his truck to where the landfill site is, the
current ditch they're working on. It's about the size of a football field, and he said something
from three or four months ago would be about three or four feet down."

After he stopped mining Bitcoins in 2009, Howells hadn't given the currency much thought. "I
hadn't kept up on Bitcoin, I'd been distracted. I'd had a couple of kids since then, I'd been doing
the house up, and forgot about it until it was in the news again."

Howells considered retrieving the hard drive himself, but was told that "even for the police to
find something, they need a team of 15 guys, two diggers, and all the personal protection
equipment. So for me to fund that, it's not possible without the guarantee of' money at the end."
As such, he's resigned to never getting the virtual money back.

“There's a pot of gold there for someone ... If they were to offer me a share, fair enough," he
said. "If they were to 2o out and find it for themselves ... it's my mistake throwing the hard
drive out, at the end of the day."

A spokeswoman from Newport council emphasized that any treasure hunters turning up to the
landfill site wouldn't be allowed in, but "obviously, if it was asily retrieved, we'd return it."

"I'm at the point where it's either laugh about it or cry about it," Howells says. "Why aren't [ out
there with a shovel now? I think I'm just resigned to never being able to find it."

Alex Hern, The Guardian, 27 November 2013.

Question 1. Vocabulary — Look at the words in bold letters in the text and choose what
they mean in this text - circle the correct answer for each word. (10 points)
il e
1. “defunct” out means:  old / not functioning \  expensive cheap
\“- ..
///"’T .
2. “IT” means; / Information Internet Trade Insider Intelligence
(~ chhnolow Fechnician Team
o S
3. “clear-out” means: landfill rubbish chance [ tidy up /
' i i
4. ‘soared” means: ﬁscn \ changed l?ecomc collapsed
SR famous ;
P ;
o
TR
1
i
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S0 “launch” means: end commerce bread { “"""""“”‘iﬁ/
[§ PTT . { temasure > present
). stash™ means: data bag ey ‘
7. llp[“..'d meins: }_"CIVL‘ :l(|\'iL2C (\:.pincd ) })(lll’fhl U”l,ﬂ,l’
8 dlsmanfled® means:  broke {took 1o piccc.‘,) gave awiy began
g ,

e

9. “fund” means: “ finance condone finish realise

10. ‘“emphasized” means:  advertised showcased \pointed uul)' forbade

- o

\\Y,

Question 2. Right or wrong? Circle T or I and justify with a quote from the text

(10 points)

James Howells deliberately threw his hard AFIVE AWAY . .evveeerernnerrrnecniriinananceciranacnians T/
U 0.
Guster - 1@ M o o dtamwien oand (uﬂ, Yo ahim'

In 2009, few people knew about BIitCOINS. ....c.cwoverirrirssiscssssisssnnsess s

Quote: \‘:Lw, ZQJ/ LU'VMM % e e ~\p1lhn ""’4'] %"-LLU/A

i V2 A
James Howells is familiar With COMPULETS. «.eevvvrerrreeesssnsnrressnsnssssunssmsmnsnsasesssncrecss { ™ F
Quote: A&g:{ udpﬁ/) upw uUu tas Lt
He stoppcd mmmg bncoms in 2009 because it requnred too much computmg yﬁ%cr .............. '! £
% hlouLe |
1 A5 T,

Quotc % h(,&mp@ﬂ»(/‘n@d Céfp ¢ WSL U/J/) 3{)“91#3 o A ;{}'
James Hovn.lls mll soon organize a treasure hunt to retrieve his d:g,ltal wallet ..........oonaa. T P'

R

Quote: /Jt,vu;} (opuse Qumlens *ﬁwn /WA wP Ty DAL
8&‘/‘"0!/%\& G w&a@m Ve st
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Question 4. Essay - Pick ONE topic and write about 200 words (30 points)
You can write on page 6 or use exam paper if you prefer.

a- In your opinion, what was the greatest technological innovation of the past ten years?
b- Would you like to start your own business? Why, or why not? Zg
¢- Who would you choose as the Greatest Person of 20177 Why?

hhhEhhkEE I I LY

Good luck, and please hand in well-written, clean work.

....................................................................................................

...........

........................................................................................................
------

........................................................................................................
.......
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